It is a difficult task. After more than 60 years in the ground, DNA will be degraded. And there are few reference sequences to compare it with: so many people were murdered that in many families all immediate relatives were killed. For Howard Cash, president of Gene Codes, the idea that his firm's software could be used to bring good news is welcome. "Our team has dealt with such terrible circumstances," he says. "They would be overjoyed to reunite someone with a family member they thought was lost." Leary says it highlights the potential of DNA forensics. "The issue for geneticists is to use this science in a very wide and imaginative way," he says.
